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the Germans as much as we like and deride them to
our hearts' content, but let us be careful how we
despise them! To be sure the Germans are not made
to be despised. Their Kaiser despised our small
army and see now what that contemptible little army
has done and grown into. Knowing what I do of
their history and character, I am not so much afraid
of their rapid successes as of their initial failures
in any enterprise they undertake: for with their
tremendous will-power their first failures can but
serve to lash them on to mightier efforts and more
daring enterprises." Whatever part, ignoble or
otherwise, the Zeppelins were destined to play in
this war, the future, I felt sure, lay entirely with
them. In those much-despised gas-bags I saw not
only the greatest achievement but the promise and
potency of the most revolutionary achievements of
our present century; and I am left in no doubt that
the name of the great Count will be handed down to
future ages side by side with those of Newton and
Watts as one of the great benefactors of humanity.
The future that lay before the steam-engine at the
beginning of the last century, the same and in-
finitely more lie before the Zeppelin in the present.
Railways and steamers will be relegated before long
to mere local subsidiary transportations. The trade-
routes and cairying-services of the world will lie in
the air. With very little imagination one sees Cook
arranging a month's air-tour round the world from
New York or a week-end excursion to the North
Pole from London or a day's trip to Mount Everest
and back from Calcutta. Of late the League of